
Subject: Stage6 closes
Posted by renalpha on Fri, 29 Feb 2008 09:54:46 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

from stage6.com

I'm Tom (aka Spinner), a Stage6 user and an employee of DivX, Inc., the company behind the
service. I'm writing this message today to inform you that we plan to shut down Stage6 on
February 28, 2008. Upload functionality has already been turned off, and you'll be able to view
and download videos until Thursday.

I know this news will come as a shock and disappointment to many Stage6 users, and I'd like to
take a few moments to explain the reasons behind our decision.

We created Stage6 with the mission of empowering content creators and viewers to discover a
new kind of video experience. Stage6 began as an experiment, and we always knew there was a
chance that it might not succeed.

In many ways, though, the service did succeed, beyond even our own initial expectations. Stage6
became very popular very quickly. We helped gain exposure for some talented filmmakers who
brought great videos to the attention of an engaged community. We helped prove that it's possible
to distribute true high definition video on the Internet. And we helped broaden the Internet video
experience by offering content that is compatible with DVD players, mobile devices and other
products beyond the PC.

So why are we shutting the service down? Well, the short answer is that the continued operation
of Stage6 is a very expensive enterprise that requires an enormous amount of attention and
resources that we are not in a position to continue to provide. There are a lot of other details
involved, but at the end of the day it's really as simple as that.

Now, why didn't we think of that before we decided to create Stage6 in the first place, you may
ask? That's a good question. When we first created Stage6, there was a clear need for a service
that would offer a true high-quality video experience online because other video destinations on
the Internet simply weren't providing that to users. A gap existed, and Stage6 arrived to fill it.

As Stage6 grew quickly and dramatically (accompanied by an explosion of other sites delivering
high-quality video), it became clear that operating the service as a part of the larger DivX business
no longer made sense. We couldn't continue to run Stage6 and focus on our broader strategy to
make it possible for anyone to enjoy high-quality video on any device. So, in July of last year we
announced that we were kicking off an effort to explore
strategic alternatives for Stage6, which is a fancy way of saying we decided we would either have
to sell it, spin it out into a private company or shut it down.

I won't (and can't, really) go into too much detail on those first two options other than to say that
we tried really hard to find a way to keep Stage6 alive, either as its own private entity or by selling
it to another company. Ultimately neither of those two scenarios was possible, and we made the
hard decision to turn the lights off and cease operation of the service.
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So that's where we are today. After February 28, Stage6 will cease to exist as an online
destination. But the larger DivX universe will continue to thrive. Every day new DivX Certified
devices arrive on the market making it easy to move video beyond the PC. Products powered by
DivX Connected, our new initiative that lets users stream video, photos, music and Internet
services from the PC to the TV, are hitting retail outlets. We remain committed to empowering
content creators to deliver high-quality video to a
wide audience, and we'll continue to offer services that will make it easy to find videos online in
the DivX format.

It's been a wild ride, and none of it would have been possible without the support of our users.
Thank you for making Stage6 everything that it was.

--Tom

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by Try_lee on Fri, 29 Feb 2008 10:56:25 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

She will almost certainly be missed by many, but it was good to have met her.

THREE CHEERS FOR STAGE6!   

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by trooprm02 on Fri, 29 Feb 2008 13:49:39 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Wow...what the fuck!?!?! Stage6 was 1 of the most used video sharing sites, im quite sure this is
in connection with some copyright stuff and they kinda gave up...Never thought I'd see this
happen tho 0_0

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by Ryu on Fri, 29 Feb 2008 18:04:06 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

trooprm02 wrote on Fri, 29 February 2008 13:49Wow...what the fuck!?!?! Stage6 was 1 of the
most used video sharing sites, im quite sure this is in connection with some copyright stuff and
they kinda gave up...Never thought I'd see this happen tho 0_0

it wasn't because of that, internal drama over.. take a wild guess!

money!
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Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by renalpha on Sat, 01 Mar 2008 01:42:10 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

bandwith = money indeed

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by Blazer on Sat, 01 Mar 2008 03:05:44 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Never been to the stage6 website in my life, so I couldn't care less.   

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by [NE]Fobby[GEN] on Sat, 01 Mar 2008 03:33:46 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Too bad, Stage 6 had sooo much potential. It could've became the new YouTube a few years
down the road. After all, YouTube sucks after google bought it.

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by nikki6ixx on Sat, 01 Mar 2008 08:43:40 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I especially liked Stage6 for the computer hooked up to my TV, because the quality was great.
YouTube videos look like ass.

Plus, at Stage6, I could look up a music video, and not come across about five billion anime
tributes. 

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by Ryu on Sat, 01 Mar 2008 09:05:10 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

renalpha wrote on Sat, 01 March 2008 01:42bandwith = money indeed

Stage6 was worth at least 20 million.

Even more if it was sold to a private company.

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
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Posted by Viking on Sat, 01 Mar 2008 22:22:44 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

N000!!

Why the hell does this ALWAYS happen to me!

I find a website I just fucking LOVE, or a TV show that I love, or a game company that I love. 

The next thing I know they get bought out by EA(games), canceled(TV), or shut down(stage6)!

WTF?

Sereously this happens all the time when I find a good TV show that I like it gets canceled a
month later no joke.

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by Zion on Sat, 01 Mar 2008 23:07:21 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Viking wrote on Sat, 01 March 2008 22:22N000!!

Why the hell does this ALWAYS happen to me!

I find a website I just fucking LOVE, or a TV show that I love, or a game company that I love. 

The next thing I know they get bought out by EA(games), canceled(TV), or shut down(stage6)!

WTF?

Sereously this happens all the time when I find a good TV show that I like it gets canceled a
month later no joke.

This means you have to die for said games/TV shows/websites to not be bought
out/canceled/shut down.

So... What are you waiting for?

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by nikki6ixx on Sat, 01 Mar 2008 23:56:17 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Viking wrote on Sat, 01 March 2008 16:22
Sereously this happens all the time when I find a good TV show that I like it gets canceled a
month later no joke.
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Did you like Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip?

Because if you did, and you're the reason it got canceled, I'll have to kill you. 

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by luv2pb on Sun, 02 Mar 2008 00:38:17 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Blazer wrote on Fri, 29 February 2008 22:05Never been to the stage6 website in my life, so I
couldn't care less.   

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by mrÃ£Ã§Ä·z  on Sun, 02 Mar 2008 00:39:34 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

luv2pb wrote on Sun, 02 March 2008 00:38Blazer wrote on Fri, 29 February 2008 22:05Never
been to the stage6 website in my life, so I couldn't care less.   

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by Starbuzz on Sun, 02 Mar 2008 01:32:21 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

MadRockz wrote on Sat, 01 March 2008 18:39luv2pb wrote on Sun, 02 March 2008 00:38Blazer
wrote on Fri, 29 February 2008 22:05Never been to the stage6 website in my life, so I couldn't
care less.   

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by BlueThen on Sun, 02 Mar 2008 02:47:04 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Starbuzz wrote on Sat, 01 March 2008 19:32MadRockz wrote on Sat, 01 March 2008 18:39luv2pb
wrote on Sun, 02 March 2008 00:38Blazer wrote on Fri, 29 February 2008 22:05Never been to
the stage6 website in my life, so I couldn't care less.   
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Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by Viking on Sun, 02 Mar 2008 05:49:11 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

nikki6ixx wrote on Sat, 01 March 2008 17:56Viking wrote on Sat, 01 March 2008 16:22
Sereously this happens all the time when I find a good TV show that I like it gets canceled a
month later no joke.

Did you like Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip?

Because if you did, and you're the reason it got canceled, I'll have to kill you. 

Never heard of it so I am good rite?

Subject: Re: Stage6 closes
Posted by Zion on Sun, 02 Mar 2008 13:31:37 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Viking wrote on Sun, 02 March 2008 05:49nikki6ixx wrote on Sat, 01 March 2008 17:56Viking
wrote on Sat, 01 March 2008 16:22
Sereously this happens all the time when I find a good TV show that I like it gets canceled a
month later no joke.

Did you like Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip?

Because if you did, and you're the reason it got canceled, I'll have to kill you. 

Never heard of it so I am good rite?

No, you still need to die.  
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