
Subject: Which should I get? (Vid Card)
Posted by abakshi on Fri, 31 Oct 2003 08:58:51 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Well - how much do you want to spend?  And what will you use the card for?

Because for under $80, I'd say go for a Radeon 8500 (if necessary 8500LE, which was a slightly
slower 8500, now also sold as 9100).  Prior to ATi's R300 line (9700 Pro), the 8500 was the
company's top dog.  It's still pretty decent - definitely more than fine for Renegade, and yes, it'll
play Halo pretty well.

In Renegade, my AIW Radeon 8500DV (in my P4 2.2 system - see sig) runs between 55-60 FPS
consistent at 1280x1024 with full trilinear.

The Radeon 9000 was released as a budget card, after the 8500 - it was a modified 8500 but
crippled because of its having half the memory pipelines.  As a result, the 8500 outperforms the
9000 in almost all apps.  Recently, with the launch of the 9600 and 9800, ATI also shipped the
Radeon 9200, which is a slightly faster version of the 9000, with AGP 8x.  It's not much faster at
all, and is outperformed by the 8500.

BTW, AGP 8x, as well as the pathetic trend of having 256MB of video RAM in lower to mid-end
cards, is a complete gimmick.  As long as your motherboard has AGP 4x, you're fine as far as
AGP is concerned - 8x won't bring much of an improvement.

But if you're willing to spend $130, jump for the Radeon 9600 Pro.  It's an amazing deal
considering what you're getting.  The 9600 Pro is a DX9 card and will be able to play future games
pretty well (e.g. Half-Life 2, etc.).  Although nVidia's GeForce FX series are all DX9 cards, nVidia
really screwed up with the DX9 shaders, with the result that their cards are so slow in apps like
HL2 that in many cases the ATI Radeon 9600 Pro (which you can get for $130) outperforms
nVidia's GeForce FX5900 Ultra, which can be up to $500.
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